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Who is the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission (MORPC)?

Regional Planning Commission 

Represent local governments

(Cities, Villages, Counties and Townships)

Delaware Fairfield Fayette Franklin

Knox Licking Madison Marion

Morrow Pickaway Ross Union



Who Are We?

ÅJerry Tinianow, Center Director

ÅJoe Kitchen, Associate Planner

ÅErin Grushon, Associate Planner

ÅBrandi Whetstone, Outreach  Coordinator

ÅAnnie McCabe, GIS

ÅAndy Taylor, Planning Coordinator



What is a WATERSHED?
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What is a WATERSHED?



What is a WATERSHED?

Source: thewatershedproject.org



Balanced Growth Planning in Upper Scioto Watershed
Balanced Growth Plan Watersheds



Some Facts About Your Watershed

Upper Scioto Watershed Planning Partnership 
(USPP)

38 Communities

416,618 Residents

Spans 5 Counties

520 Square Miles



ά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ DǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΣ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ώhƘƛƻΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎϐ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ-term economic 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ

-BalancedGrowth.Ohio.gov
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Why Balanced Growth Planning?

ά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ DǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ voluntary, incentive based strategy to protect 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ώhƘƛƻΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎϐ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ-term economic 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ

-BalancedGrowth.Ohio.gov



Balanced Growth Planning
Balanced Growth Plan Watershed Partners and Participation

Who Can Participate in the Balanced Growth 

Planning Process?

Township Trustees

Mayors

Development Coordinators

Planning Directors

County Administrators

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Chambers of Commerce

County Engineers

Citizen Groups

Individual Citizens



10 Guiding Principles for Sustainable Ohio Watersheds

Attaining a living equilibrium between a strong, diversified economy and a healthy ecosystem

Activities in Ohioõs watersheds should:

1. Maximize investment in existing core urban areas, transportation, and infrastructure networks to

enhance the economic vitality of existing communities.

2. Minimize the conversion of green space and the loss of critical habitat areas, farmland, forest, and

open spaces.

3. Limit any net increase in the loading of pollutants or transfer of pollution loading from one medium

to another.

4. To the extent feasible, protect and restore the natural hydrology of the watershed and flow

characteristics of its streams, tributaries, and wetlands.

5. Restore the physical habitat and chemical water quality of the watershed to protect and restore

diverse and thriving plant communities and preserve rare and endangered species.

6. Encourage the inclusion of all economic and environmental factors into cost / benefit accounting in

land use and development decisions.

7. Avoid development decisions that shift economic benefits or environmental burdens from one

location within a region to another.

8. Establish and maintain a safe, efficient, and accessible transportation system that integrates

highway, rail, air, transit, water, and pedestrian networks to foster economic growth and personal

travel.

9. Encourage all new development and redevelopment initiatives to address the need to protect and

preserve access to historic, cultural, and scenic resources.

10. Promote public access to and enjoyment of our natural resources for all Ohioans.

Adapted from the Lake Erie Protection & Restoration Plan, 2000

Balanced Growth Planning in Upper Scioto Watershed
Balanced Growth Plan Watersheds



Got all that?

Balanced Growth Planning in Upper Scioto Watershed
Balanced Growth Plan Watersheds



Maximize investment in existing core

urban areas, transportation, and

infrastructure networks to enhance

the economic vitality of existing

communities.

1



Minimize the conversion of green

space and the loss of critical habitat

areas,farmland, forest, and
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Limit any net increase in the loading

of pollutants or transfer of pollution

loadingfrom one medium

to another.
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To the extent feasible, protect and

restore the natural hydrologyof the

watershed and flow characteristics

of its streams, tributaries, and

wetlands.

4



Restore the physical habitat and

chemical water quality of the

watershedto protect and restore

diverse and thriving plant
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Encourage the inclusion of all

economic and environmental factors
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Avoid development decisions that 
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Establish and maintain a safe,

efficient, and accessibletransportation

systemthat integrateshighway,rail, air,

transit, water, and pedestrian networks

to foster economic growth and
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Encourageall new developmentand

redevelopment initiatives to address

the need to protect and preserve

access to historic, cultural, and

scenicresources.
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Promote public access to and

enjoyment of our natural resources

for all Ohioans.
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Past Endorsed Balanced Growth Plans

Clockwise: Rocky River West Branch, Swan 
Creek, Chagrin River, and Chippewa Creek



Current Balanced Growth Planning in Central Ohio

Olentangy Watershed Planning Partnership (OWPP)

27 Communities

Over 30 Stakeholders

Spans 4 Counties



Some Facts About Your Watershed

Upper Scioto Watershed Planning Partnership 
(USPP)

38 Communities

416,618 Residents

Spans 5 Counties

520 Square Miles



The Process:

ÅGet Organized

ÅAgree on PCA/PDA Criteria

ÅProvide Data to Members

ÅCreate Initial Maps

ÅRevise Maps

ÅApprove Maps

ÅID Implementation Methods

ÅSelect Methods

ÅFinal Plan for Approval

ÅApproval by the Partnership

ÅOWRC Endorsement

ÅImplementation

The Schedule:

ÅJuly, 2010

Å__________

Å__________

Å__________ 

Å__________ 

Å__________ 

Å__________ 

Å__________ 

Å__________ 

ÅMarch ðJune, 2012

ÅMarch ðJune,  2012

ÅMarch ðJune, 2012

MID-OHIO BALANCED GROWTH PLANNING



PCA                       PDA

Balancing Conservation and Development



Priority Conservation Area (PCA) 

Priority Development Area (PDA)

Priority Agricultural Area (PAA)

Prioritizing Areas for Conservation and Development



Balanced Growth Planning

Source: Image After, 
Ohiohistory.org

Priority Conservation Area Features


